
 
 

  
Areas of Practice 
Environmental Law 
Water Law 

 
Admitted to Bar 
2000 Colorado 
1998 Oregon 
 

Education 
JD 1998 — Northwestern 
School of Law, Lewis & Clark 
College, Portland, OR 
BS 1993 — Florida State 
University, Tallahassee, FL 
 

Community and 
Professional Involvement 
Mesa County Library 
Foundation; Board of 
Directors 
Save the Rink, Inc.; President 
Colorado Bar Association 
Mesa County Bar Association 
Oregon State Bar Association 

 

Contact John 
pierce@dwmk.com 
Direct: 970-248-5865 

ATTORNEY PROFILE 

John Robert Pierce 
Partner 
As a partner with Dufford Waldeck since 2005, Rob’s practice focuses 
on water-rights law and related issues. He enjoys the process of 
identifying the hurdles a project might face and finding the most cost-
effective solution.  Water law is an unusual area of the law because it 
frequently raises both legal and engineering issues.  For that reason, 
Rob believes that an effective water attorney must go beyond 
possessing an in-depth knowledge of water law and must also be able 
to identify issues or opportunities in the engineering.  
  
In the West they say that whiskey is for drinking and water is for 
fighting.  While technical knowledge is critical, Rob believes that cost-
effective problem solving when water is involved requires the ability 
diffuse tensions so that parties can work toward practical 
solutions.  Sometimes step one is simply convincing the opposing 
party to put down the shovel.  His clients count on him to help them 
secure or retain the all-important water rights they need for their land. 
  
Rob’s work-life balance is inspiring as he makes family a priority when 
he is outside of the office. Rob, his wife, and three children spend 
quality time enjoying all the outdoors have to offer including camping, 
skiing, and mountain biking. 
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